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Turning now from the physical to the mental side of man's
nature, we may say that the evolution theory has in like
manner opened up a new province of inquiry which has been
left unoccupied by the older philosophy. Whenever in former
days a philosopher set himself to inquire into the principles
of the human mind, it was his own particular mind, or at
most the minds of his civilized contemporaries, that he pro-
ceeded to investigate. When Descartes turned his eyes in-
wards and reflected on the operations of his own mind, he
believed himself to be probing to the very deepest founda-
tions accessible to human intelligence. It never occurred to
him, I imagine, to apply for information to the mind of a
Zulu or a Hottentot, still less of a baboon or a chimpanzee.
Yet the doctrine of evolution has rendered it highly probable
that the mind of the philosopher is indissolubly linked to the
minds of these barbarous peoples and strange animals, and
that, if we would fully understand it, we must not disdain
to investigate the intelligence of these our humble relations.
It is a corollary of the development theory that, simulta-
neously with the evolution of man's body out of the bodies of
lower animals, his mind has undergone a parallel evolution,
gradually improving from perhaps bare sensation to the com-
paratively high level of intelligence to which the civilized
races have at present attained. And as in the evolution of
the bodily form we know that many species of lower orders
have survived side by side with the higher to our own day, so
in the evolution of the mind we may infer that many of the
existing races of mankind have lagged behind us, and that
their various degrees of mental development represent various
degrees of retardation in the evolutionary process, various
stages in the upward march of humanity. I say the upward
march, because we have good reason to believe that most, if
not all, of these laggard races are steadily, though very slowly,
advancing ; or at least that they were so till they carne, for
their misfortune, into fatal contact with European civilization.
The old theory of the progressive degeneracy of mankind in
general from a primitive state of virtue and perfection is
destitute of even a rag of evidence. Even the more limited
and tenable view that certain races have partially degenerated,
rests, I believe, on a very narrow induction. Speaking for